
8. Traffic Workflow Summary (Quick Start)
A clear, step-by-step overview of how NextTraffic works from start to finish.

NextTraffic is designed as a hybrid traffic system, combining StudioLink for order entry 
and billing with NextKast for audio assignment and automated scheduling.
This section summarizes the entire workflow in one place.

8.1 Step-by-Step Workflow Overview

Step 1 — Create or Select Customer (StudioLink)

• Add new customer in StudioLink, or

• Use an existing customer
Customers are fully managed online so sales and traffic can work remotely.



Step 2 — Create Order (StudioLink)

Enter:

• Campaign name

• Date range

• Rate profile

• Schedule profile

• Notes, terms, budget (optional)

StudioLink syncs the order instantly to the in-studio NextKast system.

Step 3 — Import Commercial Audio (NextKast Manager)

• Import the commercial into the Commercial category in NextKast

• Double-click the file to edit it

Audio is never uploaded through StudioLink.



Step 4 — Link Audio to the Order (NextKast Studio)

Inside the commercial’s metadata window:

1. Choose the Customer in the Custom dropdown

2. All orders for that customer appear

3. Select the correct order

4. Save

This links:

• The audio

• To the order

• Which belongs to the customer

• With dates and schedule rules applied

Now the system knows what to play and when to play it.



Step 5 — NextKast Generates Required Spots (Automatically)

Using:

• Start/end dates

• Schedule profile

• Flex or hourly rules

NextKast calculates the number of spots needed for each day or hour.

Step 6 — Rotations Define Break Locations

Merge commands inside rotations define:

• Where commercial breaks are

• How many spots fit per hour

• The structure of each hour

There are no merge templates — the rotation is the break structure.



Step 7 — Playlist Generation (Scheduling Happens Here)

When hourly playlists are generated:

• Breaks (merge commands) are read

• Spots required for that hour/day are pulled

• Audio assigned to the order is inserted

• Flex or hourly rules are applied

• Everything is placed automatically

The moment playlists are generated, scheduling for commercials is complete.

Step 8 — Spots Air On-Air (Playback Logging)

When a spot plays:

• NextKast writes a log entry

• The log references the audio file

• The audio file references the order and customer

• The play becomes part of reconciliation

This ensures billing reflects actual on-air performance.



Step 9 — Invoicing & Payments 

In nkManager:

• Generate invoices

• View all invoices for all customers

• See which spots aired

• Apply rate profile pricing

• Mark invoices paid

• Track client payment history

nkManager is the billing hub; NextKast provides the playback records. The Invoice List is 
availabel via StudioLink and Invoices can also be marked paid there. This is the central 
place you can see what is owed and what has been paid.



8.2 Workflow Summary Diagram

StudioLink (Remote) NextKast (Studio nkManager)    StudioLink (Remote)

1. Create Customer 3. Import Audio 10. Mark Paid

2. Create Order 4. Link Audio to Order 11. Owed and Paid Reports

1a. Edit Customer 5. Spots Generated 12. Order Reports

2a. Edit Order 6. Breaks via Rotation

7. Playlist Generated

8. Spot Plays Logged

10. Generate Invoice/Mark Paid

8.3 Why This Workflow Works
• Sales can work remotely

• Audio remains fully controlled in the studio

• Scheduling is predictable and rotation-based

• Flex/hours rules are simple and powerful

• Billing is tied directly to actual plays

• No merge templates

• Minimal operator overhead

• Highly reliable
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