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Please note this user guide contains
help and information about 

nextKast OnAir V ersion

If you are using the Pro or Broadcast 
versions of NextKast not all

features will be available

ATTENTION
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Network Program / Satellite Rotation
Satellite programing can be a challenging task in this document we go through the steps of 

setting up a clock/rotation for running a satellite hour/s

Requirements
1. Satellite receiver hooked up to a broadcast tools switcher for nextstart triggering
2. Pc with Nextkast installed and a soundcard to receive the satellite programing

Creating the Rotation/Clock
We will start nkManager as select New Rotation.Each show will have slightly different 
approach but this should give you a general overview of how to set it up.

1. TOH this can be a static top of hour audio file or a top of hour category

2.StartSerialListen sets up the communication between nexkast and broadcast tools to
receive nextstart or other commands. W e will go into the setup of this later

3. SendSerialCommand, in this case we are sending a serial command to the Broadcast tools 
switcher to switch to the audio channel the satellite programing is on.

4. We startLinein, this takes the audio from a selected sound card specified and broadcast it 
though nextkast, the automation will wait in this state until a nextstart is called from the 
broadcast tools trigger there is also a way to specify time of linein duration as a backup 
means if no nextstart command is sent.

5.timeSync we tell the software our commercial break coming up is going to occur at the time 
we specify .

6. mergeExternalT rafficLog will merge traffic/ads from natural log and others for this stop set 
or time range.

7. Start Linein we go back to satellite programing and the cycle repeats until end of hour

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

For details on how to set up broadcast tools switcher to work with nextkast follow this link.
https://youtu.be/wyVB273rJ40 or https://www .nextkast.com/BX/help/Quick Sheet Create a Satallite Clock-Rotation 96
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PC running NextKast
Line In

Needs to be selected 
in Line in Settings

Main out
Default Sound Card

That Nextkast is playing out of

external audio mixer

mixer 
channel1
volume of 

audio 
coming from 

nextkast

mic
channel2

other source
channel 3...

Your 
Studio 
mic or 
mics

Any other 
sources of 
audio you 

would like to 

Mixer Main Out

Headphones

select line in here

select line in source here

By default Nextkast uses the default sound card in windows.
Run the Default sound card audio out into one channel of your 

physical mixer
Run the Main out of the Physical mixer into the line in of your 

sound card.

In the Line In setting in Nextkast, Check use external Mixer .

Now when line in button is pressed audio is channeled from the 
audio out, into the mixer ( giving you volume control of the audio 

playing from nextkast) , then Mic's and other sources can be 
added to your mixer . The mixer main then is fed back into NK 

External Mixer Using Nextkast Linein Feature

Quick Sheet External Mixer 97



Http Server Trigger / Affiliate Trigger

Http Server Trigger
When http server is enabled in settings window you can send commands to trigger either 
trigger names or start Playlist macros

Here is an example of how to trigger startnext command if http server is enabled on port 8080 
and port forwarding is set to forward to pc running Nextkast

These URL  commands can be used to make a custom html interface or just trigger from any 
web browser by calling command as shown below

examples
http://machineIP:8081/?T rigger=Start Next

Meta Data From Affiliates can also be triggered in similar fashion
Meta Data to Send Examples:

http://machineIP:8081/?T rigger=Auto Button
http://machineIP:8081/?T rigger=Line In
http://machineIP:8081/?T rigger=Mute

?Trigger=Start Next
?Trigger=Auto Button
?Trigger=Line In
?Trigger=Mute

Quick Sheet HttpServer and Affiliate Trigger How To 98



Http Server Trigger / Affiliate Trigger

Execute Playlist Macro 
Playlist Macro Examples

http trigger macros example

http://machineIP:8081/?MacroName=SendSerialCommand&Argument=1&Notes=theserialcom
mand&OverrideT ime=120 (seconds)

In similar fashion affiliate meta data can be sent as show below:

?MacroName=SendSerialCommand&Argument=1&Notes=theserialcommand&OverrideT ime=
120 (seconds)

MacroName

OverrideTime

Notes

Argument

Quick Sheet HttpServer and Affiliate Trigger How To 99



NextKast Setup for MobileVT
Before setting this up make sure to set up the Remote voicetraking talent accounts and create 

vt preview files decribed on page 33-36 of user manual.

Setup Instructions

1.For Broadcast version Users: Install the latest mobileVT BX version from 
https://www .nextkast.com/MobileVT/nextKastBXSetup.exe
(note this is a special version separate from the BX public Download)
For onAir Customers all files included in your install no extra download

2. After install go to W indows firewall and make sure 
c:/nextkast/nkmanager .exe and c:/nextkast/MobileVT/Proxy/nginx.exe 
are on the list for both private and public as exceptions

3.Open nkManager and right click the mobilevt button The first time you will get a message 
saying would you like to to create config file, answer yes.
If your IP  changes or you need to regenerate config file, doubleclick in the gray area  ext to the 
Local IP  label

Quick Sheet MobileVT and goLive Setup 100



Setup for MobileVT
4. Close the MobileVT server window and turn MobileVT button off and then back on

5. If mobileVT is green and when you right click on button the status butttons on window 
should show (Proxy on) and (Server Started)

6. last step is to test on local machine open web broswer and then type in the local ip like this: 
‘ex. https://192.168.1.79’

7. If the mobileVT app displays you are now ready to set up port forwarding

9. per your internet router instructions port forward the following to your localIP , local ip can 
be found on the mobileVT server window

port forward 443-443 to your local ip
port forwar 80-80 to your local ip
port forward 8080-8081 to your local ip - this sets up mobileVT and goLive

restart router .

10. You can now test MobileVT by logging into any web browser to your public ip address 
found on mobilevt server window or even use the QR code

11. Please keep in mind nkManager and the main automation will need to be running at all 
times.

Quick Sheet MobileVT and goLive Setup 101



Setup for goLive
1. Purchase V irtual audio cables 1-b (aprx $12) and install and reboot machine Make sure to 
Install A first then B(link below)
https://shop.vb-audio.com/en/win-apps/12-vb-cable-

2. Start nextKast Broadcast version and go to broadcast settings (top right of screen), click on 
'Output Routing' under goLive Output  select Cable-A  Input

Quick Sheet MobileVT and goLive Setup 102



Setup for goLive

6. In main automation program set mic input in Mic Settings to Cable-B Output

3. Go to W indows firewall and make sure c:/nextkast/MobileVT/goLive.exe is on the list for 
both private and public as exceptions

4. Open nkManager and right click on mobile vt button

5. in the GoLive section for Remote Mic in SOund card select Cable-B Input and for Send Out 
Audio Sound Card select Cable-A  Output

Quick Sheet MobileVT and goLive Setup 103



Setup for goLive

7. Start goLive by chekcing the goLive box, you can now try it in a browser as you did with 
mobileVT 

8. You can now test goLive by logging into any web browser to your public ip address found 
on mobilevt server window or even use the QR code

Quick Sheet MobileVT and goLive Setup 104



Setup for Shared Network or Cloud Drive
Nextkast can share a network Folder or Local Folder as its system folder location.

This allows multiple Nextkast instances to work on the same music library , play list, 
configuration and voice tracking.

Setup Instructions
1. Create the Folder that will become the system drive on the Local 
computer. This can be either a Cloud Drive( Google drive, DropBox or 
Others) local sync folder or a shared network Folder on your internal 
network.(note DO NOT set cloud drive system to stream mode, it 
needs to operate in mirror mode, syncing files locally)

2. Select the location of the shared folder as shown on illustration to 
the right form the settings window in Nextkast.

3. For each nextkast system set up the network folder or cloud folder 
and repeat step 2. Each time a system folder location is changed, it 
requires a nextkast restart.

4. If you are migrating an existing setup to the cloud or network folder 
make sure to copy all the contents of the nextkast directory of the 
Playout System into the new folder location

5. Please note in case of a shared network folder the main playout 
computer should be the one sharing that folder.

Block Diagram

NextKast 
Instance 1

Main Playout

Local Shared Network Folder
or

Cloud Folder Location

PC 1

NextKast 
Instance 3

NK Manager

PC 3

NextKast 
Instance 2

NK Manager

PC 2

Quick Sheet Network Drive 105



NextKast OnAir Radio Automation Platform
Engineering Update Bulletin 2022-2023

goLive / MobileVT / Remote Voice Tracking
web based remote hosting, management and remote voice tracking

1. Improvements in GoLive GUI with new buttons on the bottom of the screen when running on 
the desktop:
Benefit :** This enhancement provides users with a more user-friendly and intuitive interface for GoLive, 
making it easier to navigate and control live broadcasts from a desktop computer.

2.Added sample buttons to GoLive audio feed:
Benefit: The addition of sample buttons allows radio automation users to seamlessly integrate sound 
samples and effects into their live broadcasts, enhancing the quality and creativity of their shows.

3. Allowed insert track to GoLive:
Benefit:  Users can now insert tracks into their live broadcasts in real-time, offering flexibility and 
spontaneity in their programming using goLive web based live broadcasting.

4. Added move track syncing in the current playlist GoLive:
Benefit:  This feature enables smooth transitions during live broadcasts by allowing users to easily 
reorder and sync tracks within their playlist.

5. On playlist reorder , resave the active playlist in playout screen and update GoLive screen if 
connected:
 *Benefit:  Users can keep their GoLive broadcasts in sync with playlist changes, ensuring a seamless 
experience for their listeners.

6. Added multi-party GoLive option, up to three can connect and hear each other (multi-party 
radio show live remote hosting):
Benefit:  This feature facilitates collaborative live radio shows by allowing multiple hosts to connect, 
interact, and broadcast together from different locations.

7. Added remote recording in GoLive screen:
Benefit:  Radio automation users can now remotely record their live broadcasts, making it easier to 
create content, review, and share it later.

8. Added MobileVT auto server start fix (quicker to configure changing IP):
Benefit:  This improvement streamlines the setup process for MobileVT, making it quicker and more user-
friendly, particularly when IP configurations change.

9. Added station clock to GoLive GUI:
Benefit:  Users can easily access the station clock while broadcasting, helping them stay on schedule 
and manage their shows more effectively.

10. Added delete track in MobileVT (not only VT delete):
Benefit:  This feature provides more control over track management in MobileVT, allowing users to delete 
tracks when needed, not just voice tracks.
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11. Allowed for up to 60 VT user accounts:
Benefit:  Radio stations with a large team can now accommodate more VT user accounts, improving 
collaboration and organization.

12. Added remote volume lowering of studio feed in GoLive for multi-party hosts:
Benefit:  This feature enhances the audio control for multi-party live broadcasts, ensuring that hosts can 
easily manage their studio feed volumes for a seamless live group broadcast.

13. Created affiliate VT job disbursement schedule (one host can be sent to multiple affiliates):
Benefit:  This feature is especially useful for syndicated shows, allowing hosts to distribute their content 
to multiple affiliates efficiently.

14. Added Ability to Upload New T racks and Move T rack Categories via MobileVT :
Benefit:  This allows full station management from any web browser.

These features and improvements enhance the radio automation experience by offering greater control, 
flexibility, and collaboration options for broadcasters using GoLive, MobileVT, and RemoteVT.

15. Added Simple Space Bar press for automatically going through VT process:
Benefit:  This allows voice tracker to use spacebar for each of the voice tracking steps(start outging track, 
start recording, mark next start of in-comming song, and stop recording and preview. 

16. Implemented unique remark process for fune tuning cue positions after V oice track record:
Benefit:  This process allows user to click on the wave position to mark when voicetrack should end, or 
preview incoming track to aid in very quick and efficient voice track remark
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Built in and External Traffic Scheduler
1. Allowed both upper and lower case for natural log imports for break markers "#commercial 
break#":
Benefit:  This update enhances flexibility by accepting both upper and lower case break markers, making 
it more convenient for users to import commercial break data from natural log.

2. Traffic merge asset expiration report:
Benefit:  This feature provides a report on asset expiration in traffic scheduling, ensuring that users can 
manage and update assets in a timely manner, avoiding any scheduling conflicts.

3. Initial traffic/commercial scheduling implementation:
Benefit:  This marks the introduction of the traffic and commercial scheduling functionality, allowing users 
to efficiently plan and manage their commercial breaks and traffic logs.

4. Break traffic import logs into blocks automatically if time between ads is more than 8 minutes 
(removes the need to place 'block' or 'commercial break'):
Benefit:  This automation simplifies the scheduling process by automatically grouping ads into blocks 
when there is a gap of more than 8 minutes between them, eliminating the need for manual block 
placement which speeds up migration to Nextkast onAIr.

5. Added natural log reconcile file output:
Benefit:  Users can now generate reconcile files, aiding in the validation and auditing of natural log 
imports and scheduling data.

6. Added restrict time for blocks in T raffic merge settings:
Benefit:  This feature allows users to set specific time restrictions for blocks during the traffic merge 
process, providing greater control over the scheduling of commercial breaks.

7. On new playlist generation or playlist import, NextKast (NK) will look in the mergelogs folder if 
no traffic log is present to automatically remerge traffic:
Benefit:  This automation ensures that traffic logs are up-to-date, even when generating new playlists or 
importing existing ones, re-merging traffic automatically.

8. Force Block T ime now uses block start time compared to mergetraffic marker time to determine 
merge:
Benefit:  This adjustment enhances accuracy in block scheduling by considering the block start time when 
determining merges, reducing scheduling errors.

9. Initial option to merge traffic from rotation instead of playlist and set hour of day in 
setAsT emplate command at T OH:**
Benefit:  Users have the option to merge traffic data from rotations, and they can set the hour of the day 
using the setAsTemplate command at the Top of the Hour (TOH), allowing for more precise scheduling 
and template based live sports broadcasts.

These features and updates in Traffic Scheduling aim to streamline and improve the scheduling process, 
making it more efficient, flexible, and accurate for radio automation users.
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Built in Music Scheduler
1. Delete playlist older than 5 days and voicetracks older than 21 days on home click:
Benefit:  This feature helps in maintaining a clean and organized scheduling environment by 
automatically removing playlists older than 5 days and voicetracks older than 21 days with a single action.

2. Added random hour order for song picker when generating a playlist, and iPass is enabled:
Benefit:  When generating playlists with iPass enabled, this addition randomizes the order of song 
selection, adding variety and reducing predictability in the scheduling.

3. Added a new automated test option in the category health window , and the window now shows 
most scheduling options:
Benefit:  This feature enhances the assessment of category health by providing automated tests and a 
comprehensive overview of scheduling options, ensuring better control and oversight.

4. Reshuffle daily option for the music scheduler:
Benefit:  The reshuffle daily option allows users to introduce variety into their playlists by automatically 
reshuffling songs daily, keeping the content fresh and engaging.

5. Shows tracks in red that were scheduled from a broken rule and shows details of why in track 
notes:
Benefit:  This visual cue helps users quickly identify tracks that were scheduled against rules, making it 
easier to understand and rectify scheduling issues.

6. Allow commercial-type categories to have an artist and title separation:
Benefit:  This feature provides flexibility for commercial scheduling by allowing users to separate artist 
and title information within commercial-type categories.

7. Added category sub-colors:
Benefit:  Users can now assign sub-colors to categories, enabling visual differentiation and improved 
organization of their scheduling.

8. Added an option in the schedule to block the import of an external playlist in certain hours:
Benefit:  This feature allows users to prevent the import of external playlists during specific hours, offering 
better control over scheduling.

9. Added a new Log Editor (right-click on edit of date folder on the bottom of the playlist rotation 
screen):
Benefit:  The Log Editor provides the ability to view a full day's generated log, view traffic for the day, 
insert, move, and track actions, and automatically save the log, simplifying log management.

10. Show tracks that had to break rules to schedule in red backcolor on the generated playlist:
Benefit:  This visual indication helps users quickly identify tracks that were scheduled despite rule 
violations, improving scheduling accuracy.

NextKast OnAir Radio Automation Platform
Engineering Update Bulletin 2022-2023

Quick Sheet Nextkast Engineering Bulletin 2022-2023 111



11. Check for duplicate cart numbers on the backend (not using NK front end) file arrival:
Benefit:  This feature prevents duplicate cart numbers, ensuring the integrity of the music library and 
scheduling process even when files arrives through file system.

12. Added PDF printing of the Playlist:
Benefit:  Users can now generate PDF versions of their playlists for easy sharing and archiving.

13. When iPass is enabled, deleting a generated playlist song picker unschedules tracks affected 
by delete:
Benefit:  iPass users can efficiently manage their playlists by automatically unscheduling tracks affected 
by playlist deletions.

14. Added an option in supersettings to choose whether track name duplicates are allowed in 
separate categories:
Benefit:  Users can customize their scheduling to allow or disallow track name duplicates in separate 
categories, providing greater control over content diversity.

15. Introduced the addition of text color options in addition to background color for categories, 
allowing for better visual organization and customization:
Benefit:  This feature provides additional customization options for category organization, enhancing the 
visual clarity of the scheduling interface.

16. Mapped categories are now indicated by a ghosted icon and gray-colored text, providing 
visual cues for easier navigation:
Benefit:  Users can easily identify mapped categories through visual cues, simplifying navigation and 
organization.

These features and updates in Music Scheduling aim to improve the scheduling process, increase 
flexibility, and enhance the overall user experience for radio automation.

Built in Music Scheduler
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Playback Engine / User Interface
1. Added tag checking for all supported audio file types:
Benefit:  This feature ensures that metadata tags for all supported audio file types are properly checked, 
improving file recognition and organization.

2. Added various asset insertion methods, including stream, FTP , HTTP, and remote file insertion:
Benefit:  Users can conveniently insert assets from a variety of sources, expanding the flexibility and 
options for content integration.

3. On playlist reorder , resave the active playlist and update the GoLive screen if connected:
Benefit:  This automation keeps the GoLive screen synchronized with playlist changes, ensuring a 
seamless experience for broadcasters between live studio and remote.

4. Added template merge functionality for traffic logs:
Benefit : This feature streamlines the merging of templates into traffic logs, simplifying the scheduling 
process.

5. Added OPUS and .shd audio file compatibility:
Benefit:  Expanding file compatibility broadens the range of audio formats that can be used in the 
system. All meta data are kept within the 100% lossless format. This keeps library footprint small without 
sacrificing audio quality

6. Display track names as cart numbers if they are less than 12 characters in the category list and 
playlist:
Benefit:  This feature enhances clarity and organization by displaying shorter track names as cart 
numbers standard in radio industry.

7. Automatic track updates when the active playlist changes:
Benefit:  This automation ensures that the active playlist stays up to date, saving time and reducing the 
risk of errors.

8. Improved GUI with updated icons:
Benefit:  An improved graphical user interface with updated icons enhances the overall user experience.

9. Added new segment markers for rendering segments in W AV and MP3 formats:
Benefit:  Segment markers improve precision in rendering segments, ensuring a seamless show 
rendering.

10. Skip invalid tracks automatically:
Benefit:  This feature helps maintain smooth playout by automatically skipping invalid tracks.

11. Metadata now stored in the database to increase tag retrieval for large libraries:
Benefit:  Improved tag retrieval for large libraries streamlines track management.

12. Added a played search screen to the playout-only view:
Benefit:  This feature simplifies the search for previously played tracks in the playout-only view.
 updated in real time, ensuring track availability.
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13. Automatically set the playlist to generate in advance without human intervention:
Benefit:  This automation ensures that playlists are prepared in advance, reducing the need for manual 
intervention.

14. Ability to import setup from PlayoutOne:
Benefit:  This allows for easy transition and setup when moving from PlayoutOne to the radio automation 
system.

15. Look for duplicate cart numbers and provide warnings on import:
Benefit:  This feature helps maintain data integrity by preventing duplicate cart numbers.

16. Added a new date/hour view when navigating from the playout-only view to the playlist editor 
screen:
Benefit:  This view provides a different perspective on scheduling and playlist management.

17. Ability to externally edit tracks loaded in the system and automatically return to the cue 
window when done:
Benefit:  External editing options enhance flexibility, while the automatic return to the cue window 
streamlines the workflow.

18. Update start time even when running in Playlist Mode:
Benefit:  This ensures accurate scheduling and timing even when working within Playlist Mode.

19. Added ROT and PLS home buttons to filter the playlist and rotations:
Benefit:  Quick access to filter options enhances playlist and rotation management.

20. Added effects options for VT players:
Benefit:  This feature provides users with additional options for voice track processing and enhancement.

21. Added an option in advanced settings to convert all music audio files to SHD with embedded 
metadata:
Benefit:  This option allows for the conversion of audio files to SHD format with embedded metadata, 
improving file compatibility and management.

22. Implemented dynamic AGC for running individual sound cards:
Benefit:  Dynamic AGC enhances audio quality and consistency when using multiple sound cards.

23. Added a double-click function in the played search screen to filter by the clicked name:
Benefit:  This simplifies the search process and offers a more user-friendly experience.

24. Show the player number active in the stacked player view:
Benefit:  Users can easily identify the active player in the stacked view, improving control and visibility.

Playback Engine / User Interface
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25. Display only cart numbers in the track list for the onAir version:
Benefit:  This feature streamlines the display in the track list for increased clarity and organization.

26. Improved load speed of large search lists in track search:
Benefit:  Faster load times for large search lists improve efficiency and responsiveness.

27. Automatically add tracks to the search library when they are added on the backend:
Benefit:  This automation keeps the search library updated in real time, ensuring track availability.

28. Ability to mark categories to play as voicetracks/music bed scenarios:
Benefit:  This feature enhances category customization and allows for more versatile programming.

29. Ability to auto trim silence from unmarked voicetrack files to hit post (intro until):
Benefit:  This automated trimming improves the quality and timing of voicetracks without human cue 
marks.

30. When mono is checked in mic settings, VT players will play stereo tracks in mono:
Benefit:  Mono playback for stereo tracks provides compatibility and ensures optimal sound quality.

31. Added support for pages within sample buttons for improved organization:
Benefit:  Pages within sample buttons enhance content organization and accessibility. Each taletn can 
have their own sample page etc..

32. Introduced a shortcut to lock the user interface to the playout-only screen:
Benefit:  The shortcut provides a quick way to focus on live broadcasts during playout.

33. Introduced a double-line display in the Playout and search windows with an improved GUI 
appearance:
Benefit:  The double-line display enhances track visibility, while the improved GUI appearance offers a 
more appealing and user-friendly experience.

34. Updated the audio processing engine and enhanced the expander:
Benefit:  These updates improve audio quality and processing capabilities.

35. Added playout-only mode and the option to size text in the playout screen:
Benefit:  Playout-only mode simplifies the interface for live broadcasts, and text sizing options enhance 
customization.

36. Show inserted web requests with an orange line, logs, and email request state when an email 
is entered in the settings:
Benefit:  This feature provides visual cues and tracking of inserted web requests and their status.

Playback Engine / User Interface
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Playlist Macros / GPIO
1. Added support for sending TCP  and UDP playlist macros:
Benefit:  Users can now trigger playlist macros over TCP and UDP connections, enabling remote control 
and automation of various actions.

2. Enabled the ability to set time inside a mergeExternalT rafficLog marker:
Benefit:  This feature provides users with precise control over the timing of traffic log merges, ensuring 
accurate scheduling.

3. Introduced multi-level traffic merging (local, network, program) with configurable options:
Benefit:  This advanced traffic merging feature allows for flexible traffic log management across different 
levels, providing more customization and control.

4. Added support for audioScience GPIO triggers:
Benefit:  The integration of audioScience GPIO triggers enhances the control and synchronization of 
audio equipment within the radio automation system.

5. Included Category and track length in meta data send:
Benefit:  This addition allows for the inclusion of category and track length information in metadata sent, 
improving content information and organization.

6. Added UDP  meta data send and fully tested HTTP , TCP, and UDP meta data send:
Benefit:  These additions offer various options for sending metadata, catering to different broadcast 
scenarios and enhancing metadata management.

7. Introduced the setAsT emplate playlist macro:
Benefit:  The setAsTemplate macro enables the creation of hours without regard to time, aligning with 
specific rotation requirements in the playlist.

8. Added startOrStopRecord macro to trigger recording from playlist macros:
Benefit:  This feature provides users with the capability to initiate or stop recording from within playlist 
macros, streamlining the recording process.

9. Enabled the ability to save playlist macros to Sample buttons for external macro command 
triggering:
Benefit:  Saving playlist macros to Sample buttons allows users to trigger satellite and other macro 
commands with ease.

10. Added an HTTP  server to call playlist macros from external HTTP  commands:
Benefit:  This integration enables external HTTP commands to trigger playlist macros, offering remote 
control and automation options.

11. Introduced many new playlist macro options:
Benefit:  The addition of new macro options expands the range of automation and control available to 
users.
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12. Added a playlist macro profile for scheduling different macro profiles in a week:
Benefit:  This feature allows users to schedule different macro profiles for various times during the week, 
providing flexibility in automation.

13. Eliminated the VT (V oice Track) export dialog on satellite-only talent schedules:
Benefit:  This streamlines scheduling and broadcasting for satellite-only talent, reducing unnecessary 
steps in the process.

14. Enabled the ability to list rotation lists in PLM (Playlist Macro) for use as packets:
Benefit:  Users can list rotation lists in PLM for use as packets, simplifying scheduling and content 
organization.

15. Allowed date wildcards in HTTP  and FTP stream paths:
Benefit:  This flexibility enables users to include date wildcards in stream paths, making it easier to 
manage and schedule content with dynamic dates.

16. Expanded the availability of audio inputs from 10 to 16:
Benefit:  This expansion provides users with greater flexibility in managing audio sources, 
accommodating more diverse audio setups and requirements.

17. Fixed serial send to include an optional COM port argument:
Benefit:  This fix ensures that serial communication is more robust and reliable, including support for 
specifying COM ports as needed.

These features and updates in Playlist Macros and GPIO for On Air radio automation aim to enhance 
automation, control, and customization options for broadcasters while improving the overall reliability and 
functionality of the system.

Playlist Macros / GPIO
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Migration Assistant

1. Added MediaT ouch System Import:
Benefit:  Users can now seamlessly import data and content from MediaTouch systems, simplifying the 
transition to the radio automation system and ensuring continuity in content management.

2. Added Playout One System Import:
Benefit:  This feature allows users to import data and content from Playout One systems, making it 
easier to migrate to the radio automation system and maintain existing content libraries.

3. Added W ideOrbit Meta T ag Reader:
Benefit:  The inclusion of the WideOrbit Meta Tag Reader streamlines the process of reading and 
importing metadata, ensuring better organization and information management.

4. Added Arakis Apex Import:
Benefit:  Users can now import data and content from Arakis Apex systems, facilitating the transition to 
the radio automation system and improving content management and continuity.

These features and updates related to importing from other systems aim to enhance the interoperability 
and integration capabilities of the radio automation software, making it easier for users to transition from 
existing systems and manage their content effectively.
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1. Create a category to hold the audio file that will play the remote file or stream. This file 
will serve as the backup file to play in case no internet connection can be established to 
stream / play the specified stream or file.

Setup A URL Stream / Simulcast / FTP News Cast
Nextkast Has the ability to play remote files, files located on ftp servers and streams from 

other internet radio stations or streams. Here are the steps to use this feature.

Setup Instructions

2. Download the file from the server , or ftp location, and place the file into the category you 
just created

3. In the tracklist add music screen select the file and press the URL  button
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Setup A URL Stream / Simulcast / FTP News Cast
4. Paste the url/ftp path/ server path for the streamed or remote file you want played and 
press the test stream to confirm the remote file / ftp file / remote stream plays. then press 
save track.

5. Now you can schedule the file in a playlist or rotation, and when the file gets loaded in 
player it will play the remote file/ stream or ftp file When Nextkast is playing a URL  stream 
you will see any meta data sent from stream and original URL  as seen below . You can also 
see buffering quality by the URL  stream Label.

NOTES:
for ftp files the path must contain user name and password like this: 
‘ftp://user:password@ftp.server .com/filename.wav’

Certain websites with dynamic content may be able to be played. Nextkast will scrub the 
page and look for an audio file to play and play it automatically . as an example the npr site 
will play the latest news cast from npr . :
https://www .npr .org/podcasts/500005/npr-news-now
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