NextSync Zero-Trust Aligned Access Model

Context: VPNs and Modern Access Models

VPNs are widely trusted for general purpose remote access. NextSync does not replace VPNSs; instead, it provides
a narrower, application specific access path for workflows that do not require broad network visibility. This
complements existing IT practices while maintaining a minimal external footprint.

Zero-Trust Alignment

NextSync limits exposure to a single application endpoint and uses strict IP allow listing. Only the functionality
required for synchronization is presented. This reflects Zero-Trust principles such as least privilege access,
segmentation, and reducing externally reachable surfaces.

Industry Guidance

Security framewaorks increasingly recommend evaluating where full network tunnels are needed versus where
narrower, task focused access can reduce exposure and operational complexity. NextSync aligns with this
approach by providing only the access surface necessary for affiliate synchronization.

Reduced IT Complexity

NextSync avoids the overhead of managing tunnels, accounts, or VPN gateway policies for automated sync
workflows. This reduces deployment effort, lowers support requirements, and simplifies network configuration.

Category VPN (General Access) NextSync (Task Focused Access)

Design intent Broad access to internal systems Access limited to sync specific functions

Exposure scope Many reachable hosts and services Single narrowly defined endpoint

Access control User or group authentication IP allow listing plus application handshake

Operational surface Multiple exposed services One controlled communication path

Ideal use cases Remote staff and IT operations Automated affiliate synchronization
Conclusion

NextSync is intentionally narrow and workflow specific. When full network tunnels are not required, this type of
design can complement traditional VPN deployments by reducing exposure and keeping the trust boundary aligned
with the needs of the synchronization workflow.



